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A. Basic Information
The New Senior Secondary (NSS) Curriculum in HLC was designed in accordance with our
school’s vision and mission, students’ interests and aptitudes, and the entrance

requirements of the universities in Hong Kong.

The curriculum content includes

® 4 core subjects (Chinese Language, English Language, Liberal Studies and
Mathematics)

® 3 elective subjects

® Other Learning Experiences (OLE)

In order to cater for the different needs and interests of our students, we provide a
diversified curriculum which includes 12 elective subjects (plus 2 extended modules of

Mathematics) with over 100 combinations.

All S4 students are required to take 3 electives so that they can better explore their
interests and develop their aptitudes in the first year of the NSS.

In S5/S6, students will take 2 to 3 electives according to their abilities in order to achieve
their best possible results to maximize their chances of acquiring a place in their desired

universities. The subjects offered in our NSS curriculum are as follows:



Subjects Offered in Different Grade Levels

Learning . Medium of
Subject . S4-5 S6
Area Instruction
Chinese
Chinese Language v v
Language (Cantonese)
The 4 Core English Language English v v
Subjects Mathematics [Mathematics* English v v
Liberal ) ) Chinese
) Liberal Studies v v
Studies (Cantonese)
Physics English v v
Chemistry English v v
) Biology English v v
Science
Combined Science
(Physics & English v v
Chemistry)
) ) Chinese
Language Chinese Literature v v
(Cantonese)
) ) Chinese
Chinese History v v
(Cantonese)
The 12 Elective - )
] Personal, History English 4 v
Subjects
Social and Geography English v v
Humanities |Economics English v v
Tourism and
o ) English v v
Hospitality Studies
Business,
Accounting and English v v
Financial Studies
Technology -
Information and
Communication English v v
Technology
Other Learning |Physical Physical and Health )
) i English v v
Experiences Education
(Non-DSE Arts Music English v
Subjects) Visual Arts English v

* Extended Parts of Mathematics (Modules 1 and 2) are not elective subjects and they will
be offered in the 2nd term of S4.




B. S4 Course Selection Mechanism

Grouping of Elective Subjects

The 12 elective subjects are arranged into the following 3 groups:
X1: C. Lit / Geo / Econ / Phy / Bio
X2: Hist / C. Hist / BAFS / ICT / Chem
X3: BAFS / Econ / THS / Comb. Science / Bio / ICT

Mathematics Extended Part: Modules 1 and 2 (M1 & M2) are optional and they are
offered to classes C and D only.

Procedures of Filling in the Course Selection Form for Elective Subjects

1. Students first choose the X1 subject: 1 represents the most desired subject while 5
represents the least.

2. For X2 subjects, they have to write down their preference for History and Chinese
History using 1 and 2 for the case where they are allocated to class 4A or 4B according
to X1. Similarly, for 4C/4D/A4E, they should use 1, 2 and 3 to state their preference for
BAFS, ICT and Chemistry.

3. They should write 1 to 6 to state their preference for X3 subjects and 1 to 3 for
Mathematics modules.



Sample of Course Selection Form

A B C D E
Chinese
X1la Geography Economics Physics Biology
Lit. X1b
Choice (1-5)
Chinese
X2a History X2b BAFS ICT Chemistry
History
Choice (1-2) (1-3)
C. Science
X3 BAFS Economics THS Biology ICT
(Phy-Chem)
Choice (1-6)
Math. Module C D
Compulsory + | Compulsory +
Compulsory / M1/
M2 Compulsory | M1: Calculus | M2: Algebra
and Statistics | and Calculus (1-3)
Choice




Procedures of Class Allocation

1. Students are allocated into different subjects in the order of X1, X2 and X3.

2. If the number of students choosing a particular subject is lower than the quota of the
subject, all students choosing that subject with 1°** preference will be allocated to that
subject.

3. If the number of students choosing a particular subject exceeds the quota, the priority

score will be calculated according to the following formula:

Priority score = 50% x particular subject score + 50% x annual average in S3

Subject 50% 50%
Mathematics Module (M1/M?2) Mathematics (100% ) -
Chinese Literature Chinese
Geography Geography
Economics Economics
Physics Physics
Biology Biology
History History
Chinese History Chinese History Overall average
BAFS Mathematics
ICT Mathematics
Chemistry Chemistry
THS English
Combined Science Physics + Chemistry
(25% each)

4. Students with higher priority score will be allocated to the desired class. Other students
will be allocated to other classes based on their 2™ preference and the vacancy of the
subject chosen. The processes of 2 and 3 will repeat until the students are allocated to
a subject.

5. The quota for M1 and M2 is 15 each. The cut-off mark is 80 out of 100 (or 160 out of
200). If there are fewer than 15 students eligible, the subject teachers of M1 and M2
will consider whether the next candidate can fill up the place by discretion (taking
subject teacher’s comment into consideration). If more than 1 student ranked 15" all
the students who ranked 15" are eligible for going to M1/M2.



Enquiry and Appeal

After course allocation results are released, parents or students can contact the school for
enquiry or appeal from 4/8/2014 to 6/8/2014.

Students should first call the school at 21461128 and discuss with the related teachers
(Form Teachers, Teachers from Data Processing Working Group, Careers/Further Education
Guidance Working Group or Academic Affairs Committee). Parents can also send a letter to

the school for appeal.
No appeal will be entertained after the above appeal period.

C. Subject Selection Strategies

Priorities

It is suggested that you choose subjects:

¢ which you enjoy;

¢ in which you have achieved good results;
¢ which you are able to manage;

¢ which help you reach your career goals*.

*Ensure you select the prerequisite subjects required for your preferred university’s
courses. Whatever you want to do now, you will probably end up changing your mind
loads of times before you find the right job. That is why it is important to keep the range
of subjects balanced so that you will have more options when you come to choose courses

and jobs in the future.

General Entrance Requirements for Degree Programmes in Hong Kong (As At Sept 2013)

General Entrance Requirements Remarks
English Language : Level 3 < Levels required for electives vary among
Chinese Language : Level 3 institutions
Mathematics : Level 2 < Individual programmes have additional
Liberal Studies : Level 2 requirement(s)

Elective Subject: One or two elective | < Details:
subjects http://334.edb.hkedcity.net/doc/chi/ER_of _UGC_
c.pdf




When it comes to details, students may have to know which subject is actually counted as

relevant in enrolling for a specific faculty. Take the Faculty of Engineering as an example:

Programmes | Specific Subject Admission Score Calculation

Requirements

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Engineering | <~ Level 3 or above in <> 4 core subjects + 2 elective subjects;
Compulsory Part of OR
Mathematics <> 4 core subjects + 1 elective subject +
<> Two of the following: M1/M2

Biology/Chemistry/
Physics/Combined
Science/ICT

The University of Hong Kong

Engineering | <~ Level 3 or above in The best 5 subjects including English and
Compulsory Part of Mathematics, plus the best three among
Mathematics the remaining subjects (one of which can
<> Sat for the paper of be M1/M2)
Extended Mathematics
Module 1 or 2

< Level 3 or above Physics
/ Combined Science with
Physics

Further details:

1) Summary of entrance requirements of UGC-funded institutions for 2013 Admission
http://transition.hkacmgm.org/files/download/HKACMGM Requirement UGC 121025.p
df

2) Admission Score Calculation

http://transition.hkacmgm.org/drupal/system/files/03 JUPAS%20Admission%20score%20
calculation 201300709.pdf




Subject(s) Required for Faculties/Programmes in General

Faculty / Programme

Required DSE Subject(s)

Medicine / Pharmacy

Chemistry and Biology

Engineering Physics and M1/M?2
Nursing Biology
Actuarial Science M1/M2

Note: The entrance requirements may change from time to time. Visit the websites of

JUPAS and institutions for most updated information.

D. Schedule of Activities and Procedures of NSS Course Selection

Oct-Nov Four Careers Mapping Workshops for students in Reading Sessions (Held

2013 by careers teachers in homeroom periods)

22 Nov S3 Parents’ Night (Overview of NSS curriculum, introduction of

2013 Mathematics and Liberal Studies, Other Learning Experiences, course
selection mechanism, Q&A)

Feb 2014 Mock course selection

21 Mar S3 Parents’ Night (Analysis of mock course selection results, rationale of

2014 curriculum design, introduction of elective subjects, careers talk, Q&A)
Elective Subjects include:
ICT, THS, Chinese Literature, Chinese History, History, Geography, Physics,
Chemistry, Combined science, Biology, Economics, Business, Accounting
and Financial Studies

Mar —May | Careers guidance to individual students, if needed

2014

9 May 2014 | S3 Parents’ Night (Revision of course selection mechanism, Q&A)

Early Jul Distribution of Rank Order of individual subjects and Final Course

2014 Selection Form

10 Jul 2014 | Distribution of Report Card

11 Jul 2014 | Deadline of submission of Final Course Selection Form

4 Aug 2014 | Release of results of course selection in eClass

6 Aug 2014 | Deadline of appeal of course selection results
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